Quarterly Climate Impacts Great Lakes Region
and Outlook September 2024

Great Lakes Significant Events - June - August 2024
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Summer temperatures were generally moderate with a notable lack of extreme heat for the majority of summer. An
intense burst of warm, humid air moved across the region June 16-19. Then temperatures became seasonable for the
central and western portions of the basin, lingering through late August. Conditions were warmer toward the east.

Regional Climate Overview - June - August 2024
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Regional Impacts — June - August 2024

Mid-June Flooding: Torrential downpours dumped excessive rain within about 8 hours in the western Lake Superior
basin on June 18, causing flash flooding, river flooding, and widespread damage. Water inundated and washed out
county, state, and federal roadways. Tunnels for Interstate-35 in Duluth filled with several feet of water.

July and August Flooding: On July 11, Lowville, New York, had its wettest day on record with 6.02 inches (152.9 mm)
of rain (a 1 in 200 year event). The surrounding area saw significant flooding, forcing evacuations and resulting in an
estimated S50 million in damage. On July 15, severe storms rapidly dropped nearly 4 inches (101.4 mm) of rain in
Toronto, leading to severe flash flooding and over $940 million (Canadian dollars) in damages. The flooding resulted in
widespread power outages, closed major roadways and railways, damaged homes, and required many water rescues.
Record rainfall in Toronto on August 17 caused an estimated $80 million (Canadian dollars) in damages.

Agriculture: Cherry growers in Door County, Wisconsin, had a very rough season. Mild winter conditions failed to kill
pests, and then the warm, wet spring led to outbreaks of fungi and disease. Frequent June and early July rain events
made it difficult to protect crops from pests, disease, and rotting. Many growers were unable to harvest fields.

Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB): Lake Erie's annual HAB established on June 24, which is the earliest bloom since monitoring
began in 2002.
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Regional Outlook — October - December 2024
Temperature and Precipitation Potential La Nifia Impacts
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